
Listen to the Whisper   https://youtu.be/YfgtAxoGWi4  		Chords: Capo 2, Play C
           Words and Music c Geoff Boyce, 2014
Verse:
Don't you know, you're breaking my heart						C…….G	
Don't you see how you tear us apart							C…….G
Can't you hear the cries								C…….G
You've believed the lies								C…….G

Listen to the whisper						Chorus: 	C
Listen to the whisper								Am	
Listen to the whisper								Dm……..G
Of my broken heart								C

We don't know we're breaking your heart
We don't see how we've torn you apart
We don't hear your cries...
We've believed the lies...

But we'll listen to the whisper
Listen to the whisper
Listen to the whisper
Of your broken heart

How can we make a new start
When our lives are so far apart?
Should we even try
To heal before we die?

Let's listen for the whisper
Listen for the whisper
Listen for the whisper
Of the broken hearts

Listen for the whisper
Listen for the whisper
Listen for the whisper
Of the broken hearts

This song was written to recognise the ongoing pain of Australian Aboriginal people who were either stolen, or had their children stolen, from their families by police acting under orders of the Australian Government, according to a misguided policy of 'civilising' Aboriginal children with a view to assimilating them into white Australian society.

The first verse is the voice of Aboriginal people.
The second verse is the puzzled 'wake-up' of white Australians, when the ‘Bringing Them Home Report’, the stories of the Stolen Generations, was tabled in Federal Parliament in 1997.

The third verse was written on a cruise to Alaska inspired by Josie, an entertainer with a magnificent voice, who was reduced by the end of the cruise to a whisper, due to the flu. I thought she could have sung this song in a whisper as beautifully as my daughter and son-in-law, who recorded it for me to accompany a film of the memorial to the Stolen Children in Blackwood, those who had been placed in Colebrook Children's Home, which used to stand on the site of that memorial.

The third verse is a duet of the two voices. It implies the current dilemma of different cultures trying to heal the past, while forging a common future together. It proposes not trying to change each other but accepting each for who they are, and engaging in empathetic listening to each other, recognising pain on all sides.
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